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THE HEART OF  
WHAT WE DO 

IS YOU

TEN YEARS OF WORLD-
CLASS CARDIAC CAREwellstar.org

 IF YOU NEED EMERGENCY  
CARDIAC CARE, CALL 911.
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The WellStar Cardiac Network set the standard 
of comprehensive and compassionate cardiac 
care in the Southeast. Your heart is safe at home.
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THE WELLSTAR CARDIAC NETWORK sets the standard of comprehensive  

and compassionate cardiac care in the Southeast. Its highly-reputable team and  

early adoption of cutting-edge technology has made the WellStar Cardiac Network  

a premier destination for cardiovascular care. Your heart is safe at home.
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“We don’t rely on patient or procedure volumes as accurate 
indicators of quality cardiac care. Rather, we believe the 

most accurate indicators are patients who experience our 
care and realize what it’s worth over a lifetime.”

BARRY D. MANGEL, M.D. 
Chief Cardiology Officer

P R E V E N T D E T E C T

T
R

E
A

T

D I A
G N O S E

R E H
A B I L I T A T E

THE HEART OF WHAT WE DO IS YOU

WE PROVIDE A SEAMLESS CONTINUUM OF  

CARE  AND A SEAMLESS TRANSITION OF CARE



In 1995, advanced cardiac care was quite a commute. Today, WellStar Cardiac 
Network’s strategic, patient-centered footprint of comprehensive cardiac care is 
designed to improve health and meet the growing health needs of the community. 
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We deliberately designed where 
we are today with your heart as 
the beneficiary. With a culture that 
embraces and masters innovation, 
the WellStar Cardiac Network’s 
multidisciplinary team delivers the 
highest quality of cardiac care with  
the greatest efficiency and value. 

We’ve received numerous 
national recognitions and top-tier 
accreditations, yet our greatest 
reward is being your heart’s remedy. 
And we are relentless in the quest. 
Our superior cardiac surgery, 
interventional cardiology and 
electrophysiology programs feature 
the most highly recruited and skilled 
talent around. We give new-found 
hope to complex patients with 
hybrid surgical and interventional 
procedures like Convergent, a 
revolutionary procedure for patients 
with persistent atrial fibrillation 
(AFib). Patients once considered 
inoperable or high-risk for open chest 
surgery for valve replacement have 
a dedicated Structural Heart team 
that performs minimally invasive 
state-of-the-art transcatheter aortic 
valve replacement (TAVR). We 
also perform transcatheter mitral 
valve repair (TMVR), increasing the 
options for patients with significant 
degenerative mitral regurgitation 

who are at prohibitive risk for surgical 
intervention. Our rapid emergency 
room “door-to-balloon” times are a 
result of teamwork and a meticulously 
choreographed protocol to restore 
blood flow in less than 90 minutes to 
a heart under attack.

To maintain and sustain heart health, 
we created one of the largest 
cardiology groups in the nation, 
WellStar Cardiovascular Medicine 
(CVM), to be the patient-centric 
medical home for residents of the 
five counties we serve. Our expansive 
community-based heart screenings, 
education, heart events for women, 
and rehabilitation / wellness services 
embedded in CVM physician 
offices and Health Parks, provide 
a vast safety net for heart disease 
prevention and early detection as well 
as a support system to help healing 
hearts thrive.

Prior to 2004, heart patients had to 
be transferred for stents and bypass 
surgery. With the busiest emergency 
department in Georgia and a dire 
need in the community, we petitioned 
the state to let us take care of our 
own. For the community’s sake, 
we fought the good fight and, in 
December 2004, Dr. William Cooper 
performed WellStar Kennestone 

Hospital’s first open heart surgery. We 
didn’t rest on our laurels. In fact, the 
victory sparked an unprecedented 
pace of change and growth over 
the next 10 years. With unwavering 
commitment and passion, we built a 
comprehensive and dynamic cardiac 
network of inpatient and outpatient 
services in your backyard. Turn the 
page and be amazed. 

We know small incremental changes 
to improve quality and value can be 
the tipping point to give more hearts 
a second chance. Given the number 
of patients we serve, improving our 
heart failure mortality rate by just 
one percent translates to nine lives 
saved. That’s the motivation keeping 
us at the top of our game. You’ll 
understand our committment when 
minutes matter or when we intervene 
to keep the hearts you love healthy 
and strong. 

Quality metrics, process 
improvements and an efficient, 
value-based care delivery model 
are behind-the-scene essentials that 
improve your care. But let’s get to 
the heart of the matter and show you 
where and how the hard work of the 
WellStar Cardiac Network translates 
into an innovative, pervasive 
lifesaving mission. 
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IS WITHIN  OUR REACH
Y O U R  H E A R T



IN COMPREHENSIVE  CARDIAC CARE

I N N O V A T I O N S
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CARDIAC SURGERY

INTERVENTIONAL CARDIOLOGY

ELECTROPHYSIOLOGY



“I’m proud of the strides our cardiac care team has made to be 
recognized as innovators and leaders in our field. Our work, 
outcomes and patient satisfaction are unrivaled. Fueling our 

efforts to be the best is visionary leadership, goal-directed strategic 
planning and the support of our community. We won’t be denied 

when it comes to offering the highest quality of cardiac care in our 
community because we have the great privilege and responsibility 

of treating our neighbors at the point of their deepest need.” 

WILLIAM A. COOPER, MD, MBA 
Heart Surgeon, Medical Director of Cardiovascular 

Surgery, WellStar Kennestone Hospital 

PIONEERING PROCEDURES

• Renowned WellStar cardiac surgeons collaborate 
with interventional cardiologists for new hybrid 
surgical/interventional procedures like Convergent 
to manage (AFib) and reduce the incidence of 
stroke or heart failure. 

• WellStar Kennestone Hospital was the first non-
academic facility in Georgia to perform TAVR by a 
specialized heart valve team. TAVR offers hope to 
patients with severe aortic stenosis. The procedure 
treats high-risk patients and those who are deemed 
inoperable. The procedure takes 90 minutes 
compared to four to six hour traditional valve 
surgery.  

• The structural heart team relies on the advanced 
images from a coronary CT angiogram to view 
images of the chest arteries prior to deploying a 
new valve during TAVR.  

• Device therapies for Structural Heart disease 
including percutaneous and aortic valve 
replacement and mitral valve repair are on the 
rise, guided and evaluated by a multidisciplinary 
Structural Heart Clinic.  

• The technologically-advanced Cardiac Center 
at Kennestone features surgical suites with 
high-definition monitors and access to patient 
information from any health system location. 
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WELLSTAR  CARDIAC SURGERY

ACCOLADES

Received the highest ranking of any Metro 
Atlanta/Georgia hospital from Consumer Reports 
as a “Top Scoring Hospital for Heart Surgery”

Ranks in the top 10th percentile 
for coronary artery bypass 
surgery outcomes

U.S. News & World Report for “High 
Performer in Cardiac Surgery”

Only program in Georgia and third in the nation to 
be awarded disease-specific “Gold Seal Certification” 
by The Joint Commission for coronary artery bypass, 
heart valve repair and replacement and heart failure
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INTERVENTIONAL  CARDIOLOGY

WellStar was the first non-academic facility in 
Georgia with commercially-available and FDA-

approved Edwards Lifesciences device

FIRST PERCAUTANEOUS AORTIC 
VALVE REPLACEMENT SURGERIES

National recognition for restoring 
blood flow to the heart with 
percutaneous coronary interventions 

(PCI) procedures in 90 minutes or less 
from the time the patient presents in 

the emergency room.The expedited “door-to-
balloon” time is achieved with a precise workflow 
between the hospital emergency department, 
emergency medical services and the interventional 
cardiology team. When a heart attack occurs, this 
core measure is a benchmark for quality care. 
 

State-of-the-art diagnostic cardiac 
catheterization (cath) labs help the 
cardiac care team diagnose and treat 
arterial blockages impeding flow, as 
well as rhythm abnormalities, with 
novel devices. 
 

The Structural Heart team treats 
valvular abnormalities, and with 
Cardiac Surgery, identifies narrowed 
or leaky valves, fixes holes between 
heart chambers and separates heart 
chambers where blood clots may form.  

Mitra-Clip is a non-surgical cath lab 
intervention for mitral regurgitation, 
the most common heart valve disorder 
that occurs when the left valve 
doesn’t close properly and can lead to 
congestive heart failure.   

RESTORING LIFE
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ARTHUR REITMAN, M.D. 
Medical Director of Cardiac Catheterization 

“How we personalize, integrate and coordinate care before and after a 
cardiac procedure is critical to fulfilling our mission. We focus on the 

person, not strictly a pathologic process. The ability to change the direction 
of someone’s life, in a positive way, our ability to be forward-thinking and 

collaborative, and innovative in our how we deliver care for the benefit of our 
patients – these are sacred tasks. My responsibility is to bring a day of medical 

wonders to the heart of our patients and community each and every day.”
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NARENDRA KANURU, M.D. 
Director of Cardiac Electrophysiology  

“Because of our roots in the community, we have a greater connection 
with our patients. We are people from the community taking care 
of people in the community. Our efforts are more directly invested 

through the relationships we have with the patients we serve and in 
the communities in which we live. This has motivated us to create an 
electrophysiology program that’s the envy of other institutions with a 

track record of successful outcomes that are among the best in Georgia.”

ELECTROPHYSIOLOGY

• For a heart out of rhythm, combining cardiac 
surgery with electrophysiology is a revolutionary 
way to reduce stroke risk and restore quality 
of life. The Convergent ablation has elevated 
success rates to greater than 90 percent in 
patients with persistent (more than seven days) 
and longstanding (more than a year) AFib who 
have failed medical therapy.

• The Convergent procedure destroys cells causing 
AFib with an ablation tool outside the heart at 
the hands of a surgeon and a catheter inside the 
heart used by an electrophysiologist to ensure 
the destruction of the abnormal electrical signals 
causing the AFib.

• The AFib Clinic provides thorough evaluations, 
personalized treatments and ongoing education. 

• Advanced EP labs feature the latest technology 
to enable our physicians to treat patients with the 
greatest success and safety. 

• Transvenous lead extraction is an advanced 
procedure that involves removal of pacing wires 
from the heart in the case of infection.  Without 
exception, WellStar’s rates of success and safety 
are the best in the state.

• Other cutting-edge procedures include cardiac 
resynchronization (or biventricular) devices for 
heart failure patients and automatic implantable 
defibrillators (ICDs) for patients at risk for  
cardiac arrest.

CALIBRATING HEARTS

11 12

WELLSTAR KENNESTONE HOSPITAL 
features the most advanced AFib 
program in Georgia and is the first 
hospital in Georgia to treat the 
condition with the hybrid  
Convergent procedure.

WELLSTAR KENNESTONE & 
COBB HOSPITALS awarded Aetna’s 
Institutes of Quality’s Cardiac 
Rhythm Designation Status



• Through generous gifts from the community 
and WellStar team members, the WellStar 
Foundation funds cardiovascular research, 
training, specialized cardiac equipment, and 
provided the capital for the Walter F. Johnson 
IV Chest Pain Observation Unit at WellStar 
Kennestone Hospital for low-risk chest pain to 
receive rapid triage and treatment. 

• WellStar Cardiac Network leadership worked 
with the American Heart Association and 
the Georgia Department of Public Health to 
get legislation passed mandating all birthing 
hospitals to conduct congenital heart disease 
screenings on newborns for early detection of 
structural heart defects. 

JUST 39 MINUTES

WellStar cardiologist Dr. 
Salvatore Mannino inserted 
stents to treat the four 
blockages. Stents are small, 
expandable tubes that open 
the arteries, permitting 
blood to flow freely. Al 
remained fully conscious the 
entire time. 

Just 39 minutes elapsed 
between the Gunnels’ arrival 
at the hospital and the 

completion of the procedure. 
“I felt better immediately; the pain was gone,” Al says. 
“When I thanked the team they said they were just doing 
their jobs. “I said, ‘It may be your job, but it’s my life you 
saved and I appreciate it!’” 

Al had nothing but praise for Dr. Mannino and all those 
who cared for him during his three-day hospital stay. “The 
nurses genuinely cared about how my wife and I were 
doing. And they took the time to help me understand the 
science behind what had happened.” 

Today, Al is back to kayaking and running after the 
grandkids and looks forward to retirement. “I couldn’t be 
more pleased with my care and how things have worked 
out,” he says.

OUR PATIENTS MAKE THE POINT

The WellStar Foundation, the philanthropic 
arm of WellStar Health System, is committed 
to sustaining the upward trajectory of the 
WellStar Cardiac Network as one of the 
nation’s most integrated, cutting-edge and 
collaborative cardiac care programs. But we 
need your help. 

Please consider a gift to the WellStar 
Foundation to support cardiovascular 
advancements, ongoing physician training 
and technology acquisitions that save lives.

GRATEFUL HEARTS GIVE.

770-956-GIVE (4483) | wellstar.org/foundation

WellStar Cardiac Network
c/o WellStar Foundation

805 Sandy Plains Rd | Suite 100
Marietta, GA 30066

WELLSTAR FOUNDATION

JESSE GUNNELS’  STORY

“I was never really afraid. I knew I’d be alright no matter 
what happened.” Jesse (“Al”) Gunnels, 64, credits his faith 
for keeping him calm during a heart attack as he worked at 
home on a Friday morning in August 2014. And he credits 
his WellStar Douglas Hospital team for saving his life. 

Al, a Douglasville software entrepreneur, woke up with a 
slight tightness in his chest. He assumed it was indigestion 
and didn’t worry much about it. After all, Al was a fit, active 
person with no family history of heart disease. 

But the discomfort worsened. “The pain and numbness 
started moving into my shoulders and arm and I broke out 
into a cold sweat.” Al called his wife Robin who was out 
shopping and asked her to hurry home. He took a couple 
of aspirin as the couple headed to the hospital. 

Fast forward to the WellStar Douglas Hospital emergency 
department where an EKG revealed blocked arteries 
and a heart attack in progress. “One of the emergency 
doctors put his hand on my shoulder and told me not to 
be alarmed. He said there would be lots of people moving 
around quickly but that I would be fine.” Al needed to hear 
those reassuring words.

OUR TEAM  MAKES THE DIFFERENCE
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• WellStar is only health system in Metro 
Atlanta selected as a member of the Mayo 
Clinic Care Network, providing physician 
collaboration with Mayo experts on complex 
cases at no cost to patients. 

• Recognized as a Spirit of Women® and 
HeartCaring® designated hospital system and 
a regional leader in women’s cardiovascular 
care and education to help women enact heart 
healthy habits to reduce heart disease risk. 



GET WELL ,  STAY WELL  & LIVE WELL

• CVM is the largest and most comprehensive 
cardiovascular provider in Northwest Georgia 
treating and managing cardiovascular conditions 
with targeted therapies and patient-centered 
care  

• Upholds the care continuum by working with 
cardiac surgeons, interventional cardiologists, 
electrophysiologists and hospitalists to monitor 
and assess a patient’s care upon hospital 
discharge 

• The inpatient heart failure service at WellStar 
Kennestone Hospital is led by cardiologists 
proficient in treating heart failure and advanced 
heart failure patients. The unit is staffed by nurse 
practitioners who rotate from the hospital to 
the outpatient Heart Failure Clinic to provide a 
smooth transition upon discharge with assistance 
from care management, home health services, 
social workers, and dieticians. 

• Practice-based wellness coaches offer 
mentoring, risk modification strategies and 
recommendations for other services including 
cardiac rehabilitation, Heart Fit Wellness 
program, and Health Place. 

• Know Your Heart preventive screenings 
performed at multiple CVM locations assess  
the risk of heart disease.

• Cardiac CT (computed tomography) performed 
by a 64-slice scanner is used for coronary CT 
angiogram and heart screening. The angiogram 
is an advanced diagnostic tool requiring a 
skilled and specially trained team of technicians, 
cardiologists and radiologists (Quantum 
Radiology) to perform the test on a moving 
heart. Unlike a cardiac catheterization, the 
cardiac CT is non-invasive when capturing the 
images of the heart’s arteries and is used by the 
Structural Heart and Electrophysiology teams 
in preparation for valve replacement and other 
procedures. 

• A heart screening, or a CT Cardiac Calcium 
Score, detects calcified plaque build-up in the 
arteries and determines a patient’s heart disease 
risk before a cardiac event occurs.  

• Cardiac MRI (magnetic resonance imaging) 
captures moving images of the heart’s anatomy 
and structure to more accurately diagnose and 
investigate heart conditions at a quality that 
surpasses a standard echocardiogram. The 
enhanced detail helps a cardiac surgeon better 
prepare for surgery and determines heart muscle 
viability in heart attack patients. 

• Cardiac PET (positron emission tomography) is 
a more advanced and accurate stress test than 
a nuclear stress test that’s quicker, has better 
image quality and uses less radiation. 

WELLSTAR CARDIOVASCULAR  
MEDICINE (CVM)

ADVANCED CARDIAC IMAGING

• Cardiac-related community outreach education, 
health fairs and screenings scheduled throughout 
the five-county WellStar service area through 
WellStar Community Education & Outreach  

• Membership in Spirit of Women,® an elite coalition 
of hospitals and healthcare providers, reflects 
commitment to the highest standards of excellence 
in women’s health education and community 
outreach 
 

• Smoking cessation classes and resources  

• Cardiac educators assist patients in the  
community-based WellStar Health Parks  

• Inpatient/outpatient education via the WellStar 
Nutrition Network and Diabetes Services offers 
patients the heart healthy resources they need for 
better self-management 

• Sleep Centers monitor for sleep disorders like 
sleep apnea, a treatable risk factor for high blood 
pressure, heart attacks and stroke  

 
 

• Medically supervised, multi-phase cardiac 
rehabilitation inpatient and outpatient program 
assists patients following a heart attack, angioplasty, 
heart surgery or patients suffering from angina with 
a care team of physicians, registered nurses, exercise 
specialists, registered dieticians, and a clinical 
psychologist. Participation lowers the risk of a fatal 
heart attack by 25 percent. 

• Heart Fit Wellness Program provides one-on-one 
coaching and mentoring to improve cardiovascular 
health and features dietary consults, personal training 
and chronic disease, stress and weight management 

• Complimentary support groups and community 
classes (Heart Smart School) focus on exercise, 
lifestyle modification and emotional support 

• WellStar Health Place, a center for health 
and wellness, offers fitness classes for weight 
management and nutrition services by registered 
dieticians 

• Cardiovascular disease is a primary focus of 
the WellStar Research Institute including FDA-
mandated registry studies to measure safety and 
effectiveness of medications and devices, drug 
trials with partnering pharmaceutical companies 
and interventional device studies  
involving the latest stents and pacemakers  

• Cardiologists actively participate in investigator 
initiated community health and healthcare delivery 
studies to help improve processes and outcomes 
for patients  

• Cardiac care nurses are vital to quality 
improvement research via the WellStar Center of 
Nursing Excellence’s Nursing Research Council

• 
• 
•  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

• Low or no-cost education and heart risk screenings 
in the community 

• Community clinic services and referrals to treat the 
medically underserved / uninsured community 

• Heart screenings by WellStar cardiologists for all 
Kennesaw State University athletes and staff 

• Partnership with the American Heart Association 
for community CPR classes 

• Pastoral care services and support groups

EDUCATION & PREVENTION RESEARCH

COMMUNITY BENEFIT

CARDIAC WELLNESS  
& REHABILITATION 
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INVESTING  IN RESILIENCE

• Continued reinvestment in the community will 
allow for continued research and acquisitions of 
advanced therapies. 

• Specialized, disease-specific care delivery teams 
designed to optimize patient-centered care, 
efficiency, value, and outcomes will transform 
traditional cardiovascular care into a coordinated 
and collaborative continuum of care. This includes 
the transition of care from hospital to ambulatory 
settings. 

• Advancements in telemedicine will improve 
patients’ connectivity and engagement in  
their care.  

• Ongoing research by cardiovascular physicians 
and nurses improves care delivery with the 
most effective procedures, safety measures and 
medications. 
 
 
 

• WellStar Clinical Partners, a patient-centered entity 
of affiliated and employed physicians, will continue 
to improve community health through clinical 
integration that implements best practices and 
monitors and measures patient outcomes. 
 

• As the 8th ranked ACO (Accountable Care 
Organization) nationally, WellStar will advance its 
delivery of exceptional, affordable care to Medicare 
patients by using innovative strategies to cut 
costs without compromising quality care like the 
Comprehensive Care Clinic to help provide the 
advanced care to high risk patients. 

• WellStar Kennestone Hospital granted institutional 
accreditation for a residency training site by 
the Accreditation Council for Graduate Medical 
Education (ACGME). Residents will provide primary 
care support in the areas of heart health and 
heart disease prevention to help meet growing 
community needs.

T O M O R R O W ’ S
INNOVATIONS

Vision-casting continues as we tirelessly and vigorously work to transform and 
enhance how we provide the highest level of care and value to our community. 

We believe in life well-lived.
Our mission is to connect you to world-class care close to 

home. We’re doing just that with an “extended family” 

that includes 13,000 employees, 5 hospitals, 2 health 

parks, over 750 WellStar Medical Group providers in over 

155 offices, 1,185 community-affiliated physicians and 

advanced practitioners, 8 urgent care centers and 16 

imaging centers. The quality 

care you deserve. When and 

where you need it.

For more information, or a 

physician referral, please  

call 770-956-STAR (7827).
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